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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an Internet facsimile 
communication method and an Internet facsimile machine by which a 
user can select a suitable communication procedure even when the user 
does not know the communication procedure of a destination 
communication terminal device. 

SOLUTION: A first I-FAX 1 is connected to a second I-FAX 3, a third I- 
FAX 4 and a client PC 5 through the Internet 2 respectively. A facsimile 
communication can be made between the first, second and third I- 
FAXes 1 , 3 and 4 according to the communication procedure of T.37, a 
communication protocol using an e-mail system and SMTP. Also, data 
transmission and reception can be made by an ordinary e-mail. 
Communication performance of both transmission and reception sides is 
exchanged by an e-mail and the communication procedure with the 
highest performance of both sides is selected to perform a facsimile 
communication. 
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Japanese Laid-Open Publication 
No. 2002-223257 [Tokukai 2002 223257) 

A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See the attached English Abstract. 

[0020] 

In case where an image is transmitted by e-mail to a 
target communication terminal device such as a client PC, 
it is. determined if the encoding method of the image 
format has been expanded to MH or MMR which is 
superior to MH. It is also determined if the resolution has 
been expanded to normal, fine, or special fine which is 
superior to the precedent two. It is further determined if 
the file format has been expanded to JPEG, TIFF, PDF or 
the like. 

[0021] 

(3) If the result of the determination in the step S4 
is YES (hereinafter, Y), the facsimile transmission to the 
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target communication terminal device is carried out with 
the aforesaid expansion method, in the subsequent step 
S5. Then the step S6 is carried out so that it is 
determined if the facsimile transmission has been 
properly finished. If the result of this determination is Y, 
the processing program finishes in the step S10. If the 
result of the determination in the step S6 is NO 
(hereinafter, N), it is determined if the communication 
capability has been exchanged with the target 
communication terminal device in the step S7. 
[0022] 

(4) If the result of the determination in the step S7 
is Y, the image data is converted in the step S8 within the 
limit of the communication capability of the target and 
then the image data is transmitted by e-mail. Thereafter 
the processing program finishes in the step S10. If the. 
target does not have the expansion capability, the result 
of the foregoing determination is NO, and the process 
proceeds to the step S9. 

[0023] 

(5) In the step S9, the image data is converted with 
a low communication capability, e.g. the maximum size of 
the sheet is A4, the resolution is normal, and the 
encoding method is MH, and the converted image data is 
transmitted by e-mail. Since the communication capability 
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has not been exchanged with the target in the step S7, th 
step S9 is carried out even if the result of th 
determination is N. 
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